
 

 

OUR STORY OF DISCIPLESHIP 

by Bill and Trudy Howard, Saint James Parishioners 

       
When Stewardship was introduced, I was apprehensive.  What was 

being asked of me?  How much treasure?  How much time and talent 

would I be asked to give?  I decided to find out what the Bible says 

about treasure and found the Bible says treasure is a tithe.  I wondered 

if I could give of my time and talent in the same spirit as I give a tithe.  

My husband and I wanted to find common talents to serve and we 

found our niche with the following committees:  Eucharistic Ministry, 

Bereavement, and St. Vincent de Paul Society committees. 

 

Eucharistic ministry can readily be addressed at Sunday Mass.  How 

much closer can a person be to our Savior?  Those who are 

homebound, long for Eucharist as do hospital patients.  These needs 

can be served as once a week, or once a month.  Time and place 

depends on one’s availability, because the time and place can be 

customized. 

 

The Bereavement committee needs our cooking talents, and our time to serve at luncheons and clean 

up.  We were also needed to sing at funerals in the Resurrection Choir.  We found singing at funerals 

serves the grieving and is an opportunity to carry out the corporal work of mercy of burying the dead. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul needs help financially, with non-perishable foods, and general staples.  Check the 

bulletin for their current needs each week.  They also need committed help in giving aid to the poor.  

As with the Eucharist ministers, the time and place here at St. James and/or at the St. Vincent de Paul 

pantry and store will be customized to accommodate schedules. 

 

Investigate other committees.  Call the chairperson listed on the commitment packet.  Find out just how 

you can give back to God by serving others.  As Father Martin stated in his message of how to relive 

the reality of Christmas, “we do it by our willingness to let Christ be formed in us.”  Could this not be 

true of our stewardship commitment? 

 

As advancing age brings limitations, Bill and I have found it necessary to step back from some of these 

areas.  Becoming a “prayer” can be done with our commitment to pray for the many intentions here at 

St. James and the many desperate needs of our brothers and sisters throughout the world.  Pope 

Francis has a special intention each month and one can read it online at 

www.apostleshipofprayer.org/2017-intentions.  This year, why not include these intentions with yours? 

 

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you your place in Stewardship.  He will answer! 

 

Trudy and Bill Howard 
 



 

 

OUR STORY OF DISCIPLESHIP 

by Bill and Donna Doerr, Saint James Parishioners 

 

Bill and I joined St. James parish when we 

moved to Elizabethtown in 1984. While we 

supported St. James financially and met many 

fellow parishioners, we didn't really feel a part 

of the family until we began to participate in 

the various ministries. Bill was blessed to 

serve on the finance committee for over 20 

years. He has said many times that it gave him 

the opportunity to become aware of all the 

giving people in our parish that help to 

further our mission. He also serves as an usher 

during weekly Mass.  

 

Donna participated in the RCIA process and 

became Catholic in 1992. She is currently on 

the RCIA team and is a sponsor for one of the 

Candidates that will enter the church at 

Easter. Donna also serves as an Extraordinary 

Eucharistic Minister, a homebound 

Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister and a door 

greeter.  

 

We have both been active with the warming shelter mission for the homeless.  

 

By giving back, we have become aware and learned to appreciate all the blessings that have 

been bestowed upon us.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

This is our discipleship story.  What is your story?  We would love for you to share your stories 

with the parish.  Please submit your discipleship stories to Jennifer Moran in the parish office.  You 

may either email them to jmoran@stjames-etown.org or drop off in the office.  By sharing your 

story, you are allowing us to share it broadly with our parish community.  Thank you in advance 

for providing us all the inspiration we need to be better disciples each and every day. 


