
 

OUR STORY OF DISCIPLESHIP 
by Deacon Bob and Ann Caspar, Saint James Parishioner 

 

Dear Church Family,  

Deacon Bob and I have served at St. James and other Churches we were assigned since returning Home in 1974.  In that 

time, we have served as both a couple and as individuals to do what we thought we were called to do. 

Our real ministry started when we attended a Marriage Encounter Weekend after we were married 10 years. For 13 

years after that we served the Kentucky/ Indiana Marriage Encounter Community in Leadership and as a presenting 

couple.  It was then that we discerned and followed a call to the Diaconate.  Bob was ordained 20 years ago after we both 

spent 4 years in formation.  During that time, we also worked with couples in the Sponsor couple program. 

We felt called from the beginning to Marriage and Family Ministry.  Together we taught Religious Education, 

participated in Bible Studies, Foundations of Marriage, and RCIA. 

We thought we did our Catholic duty by sending our children 

to St. James Catholic School which was on target, but we also 

knew that God gave us this family as their first teachers. We 

taught them to pray together, the difference between good 

and evil and the need to serve and show Jesus to others. We 

referred to Proverbs 22:6 as our mantra to “raise up our 

children in the right path and when they are older, they will 

not leave it.”  They have grown up believing this for their 

own children.  When Mark was 4, he stopped his activity, 

looked up to me and asked, “ Mom, God’s the Boss, ain’t he?” 

and Beth,  as a middle schooler,  called for us to pick her up 

from a birthday party “sick”.  Her friends were going to an R 

rated movie and she knew we would not approve.  God gives 
us little signs that we are doing what He wants us to. 

During the last three years, I was called as caretaker for my Mom and Dad in their last days and to Bob throughout his 

numerous surgeries and hospital stays.  Through that experience, I learned even more the value and power of Prayer.  

You, St. James Community were a big part of that lesson.  So, in turn, please know that if you ask me to pray for you, then 

BELIEVE it.  If I tell you that I will pray for you, I WILL.  In our prayers together, we often add the phrase, “and please 

Lord bless those people for whom we promised to pray” – just in case we forgot to mention you. 

Periodically, we need to recharge our prayer batteries.  In order to do that, we might consider studying the Word of God- 

either as a time set aside on our own or with Bible Studies.  We can even reinforce our prayer time by playing and 

praying with our grandchildren.  In 2015, Bob and I had the privilege of attending the World Meeting of Families in 

Philadelphia.  I was deeply inspired by the Icon for the meeting which was of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

joined by Jesus’ grandparents – St. Anne and Joachim.  I realize that several of us are in that Family category of 

Grandparents these days and that we serve our Church in that capacity. 

Presently, I serve as Lector and Minister of the Eucharist.  More 

recently I joined the Catholic Women of St. James and the 

Resurrection Choir and am already blessed by them.  Deacon Bob 

serves as he is called as a retired Deacon, but also serves in RCIA, jail 

ministry and as Chaplain to St. Vincent DePaul.  We also believe that 
we are called to tithe because in doing so we are richly blessed in 

return.  This is OUR Church and we are called to serve.  LISTEN!  

PRAY! What you do matters.  

Deacon Bob and Ann Caspar 

When Bob was ordained, He received the Gospels 

with these words: 

 Receive the Gospel of Christ Whose Herald 

you have become. 

 Believe what you read, Teach what you 

believe, and Practice what you teach. 

I believe this can apply to all of us. 

 


